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This year's Bank of the West Classic women's
tournament will be held at Stanford July 22 - 28. Once
again, Bank of the West and Taube Philanthropies are
generously sponsoring the Aces for Kids benefit, which
raises money for EPATT. Aces, the brainchild of Tad
Taube, invites spectators near and far to pledge a dollar
amount for every ace served during the tournament.
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Please join us in supporting Aces for Kids. With every
ace served at the Bank of the West Classic, you can
impact a child's life.

About EPATT

Maria Sharapova
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EPATT is a non-profit youth development organization for K-12th grade students. Our program creates
effective partnerships with families, schools and volunteers to achieve academic and athletic success.
Through one-on-one tutoring, tennis lessons, direct instruction, college counseling and parent education,
we prepare students for a productive future. Learn more about EPATT by visiting www.epatt.org.
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I am constantly humbled and amazed by the influence EPATT -- the program
and our staff -- has had out in the world. Our phone and email inbox are flooded
with inquires from prospective families, and with former students saying hello. In
25 years EPATT has grown from a summer tennis program to a year-round
tennis and academic program that is a model for other programs across the
country.
This past week we've been producing a video for our annual fundraising dinner.
This year's film features interviews with several of our alumni. One alum, when
asked to describe being tutored at EPATT, remarked "it was like back in the day
Dave Higaki, EPATT
when children worked in a coal mine. It was just a ton of hard work. But
Executive Director
looking back, I am so grateful for the program." Another former student told us
that recently she had run into her former tutor while on vacation and was thrilled
to reunite with someone who made a major impact on her life. It was so much for fun for the EPATT
staff to re-connect with alumni and hear about their lives and the influence that EPATT has had on
them. While each former student had their favorite memories from their time at EPATT, we heard over
and over again what an important role the EPATT staff had played in their lives. I have always
maintained that the EPATT staff, both past and present, is the reason for our success. Hearing it from
our alumni confirmed that it's true.
On behalf of EPATT -- our staff, students and families -- I would like to thank you for your tremendous
support over these past 25 years. Together we have helped transform the lives of East Palo Alto youth
and our local community. I look forward to seeing many of you on May 8th at our Annual Dinner.
Warmly,
Dave

EPATT's Annual Dinner: May 8, 2013
"Transforming Lives for 25 Years"
6 pm Cocktails
7 pm Dinner and program
Menlo Circus Club, Atherton

This year's dinner will be a celebration of our 25th Anniversary. With
remarks by tennis legend, Patrick McEnroe, and speeches by EPATT
students, it promises to be a magical night. For more information about the
Annual Dinner, please email anne.gould@epatt.org or call 650.854.6656.
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EPATTers as Experts

EPATT NAACP Panel

Most Memorable
Moment at EPATT:

On March 6, Stanford's NAACP chapter
"My most memorable moment
invited EPATT students to discuss their
at EPATT was when my
personal experience with school. The six
middle school student came
up to me and said, 'I took
students were selected based on essays they
your advice.' She said she
had submitted to the NAACP group. The
had been struggling with a
event was billed as a chance for Stanford
math concept and had
faculty and students to learn from "voices in
reviewed her notes and
the system" -- real students -- regarding what textbook until she understood
works and doesn't work in the local school
what she needed to do. She
system.
gave me a big thank-you

College Tour

This spring EPATT's
high school students
visited the campuses of
Cal State Monterey Bay,
Cal State Stanislaus,
Sacramento State, and
UC Davis. EPATT
EPATT High School Group and Staff
Academic Director
Kesha Weekes' brother led the tour at CSU Stanislaus, where he is a
freshman. The seniors will tour UC Berkeley in mid-April.

Private School Plans

Congratulations go out to our middle school students who
have been accepted at local private high schools. Each
year, EPATT arranges for private high schools to present
to our 8th grade students and their parents. One of
EPATT's goals is to help create opportunities for our
students. In the past 10 years alone, EPATT has helped
over 70 students gain acceptance to local private schools. Pinewood School
has been one of our biggest supporters but recently other schools have
actively recruited EPATT students.
The Eastside College Prep Class of 2016 will include EPATT students
Alyssa Hayes and Ashley Jack. Nolan Jimenez will attend Menlo School
and Angie Mejiver will attend Pinewood High School.

Princeton or Stanford?

"I've heard back from all of my
schools and I am deciding between
Princeton, Columbia, Harvard, and
Stanford. I am leaning towards
Columbia and Princeton the most,"
says former EPATT student, Jamie
Avendano-Facundo, now at
Eastside College Prep. Former
tutor Joseph Lester and current
EPATT Operations Manager said
Jamie Avendano-Facundo and
he's not at all surprised. "Jamie
Joseph Lester
was a dedicated 8th grade student
when I tutored him. I thought he'd do well in high school. I'm so proud of
him!" The two have stayed in touch over the years via Facebook.
Congratulations, Jamie!
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hug. It was so rewarding to
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wait for me to explain how to
solve the problem."
-- 2013 Tutor
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